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For Immediate Release:





Healthcare Infrastructure Continues to Crumble Under Raimondo Administration





“Small businesses continue to close because of Governor Raimondo's mismanagement” said gubernatorial candidate Giovanni Feroce.  “As the UHIP debacle continues to unfold, a detriment to all Rhode Islanders, it is clear that small business owners and some of our most vulnerable residents are continually failed by the current administration,” Feroce stated.  Feroce was made aware of an email (attached) sent to the administration of the impending shutdown on July 6, 2018 of Elmwood Medical Transportation Services (EMTS) serving as an example.  The email listed the following impacts of the closure.


Job loss for 20 members of the Hispanic community


Diminishes our ability to support participants maintaining maximum/consistent levels of attendance at adult day and/or their keeping medical appointments


Increases the likelihood that our participants will cost Medicaid more money due to noncompliance with their plan of care   


Increases the probability that participants may need assisted living or nursing home care/be unable to cope with living in the community


Potential decrease in adult day census which could translate to layoffs in the adult day centers


Feroce concluded with a pledge to turn the corner and get Rhode Island back to working for its residents. “I care so much about every citizen of our state that I find this particular failure unacceptable and will make the care of our citizens, especially adults with disabilities and the elderly, a top priority of my administration” Said Feroce.





The candidate recently toured Generations Adult Day Health Center in Smithfield, RI and captured his experience in a video named "Everyone Counts", which he made public on his social media sites and on Youtube - https://youtu.be/3bcYqjHxcI4 .  It was viewed by a constituent who then proceeded to make him aware of this particular small business closure that would otherwise go unnoticed. 
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For further inquiries:





Cindy E. Burke – Feroce for Governor Spokesperson 


401-212-9484


ferocespox@gmail.com 





Addendum:





From: Joanne O'Day <JoanneO@eadhc.com>�Date: Tue, Jul 3, 2018 at 7:38 PM�Subject: Closing of Elmwood Medical Transportation Services�To: Eric Beane <eric.beane@ohhs.ri.gov>, Patrick Tigue <patrick.tigue@ohhs.ri.gov>, Bonin, John (OHHS) <John.Bonin@ohhs.ri.gov>, Olivieri, Mario (OHHS) <Mario.Olivieri@ohhs.ri.gov>, Lyon, Jason (OHHS) <Jason.Lyon@ohhs.ri.gov>, Peabody, Marlanea (OHHS) <Marlanea.Peabody@ohhs.ri.gov>, gabe.amo@gmail.com<gabe.amo@gmail.com>, Linnea.Tuttle@ohhs.ri.gov <Linnea.Tuttle@ohhs.ri.gov>, Restrepo, Adrian <Arestrepo@providenceri.gov>, Robbio, Sue <srobbio@providenceri.gov>, Brett.Smiley@Governor.RI.Gov<Brett.Smiley@governor.ri.gov>





I wanted to let you know that effective 7/6/18, Elmwood Medical Transportation Services (EMTS) will be out of business.  The reason for this business closing is due to the lack of trips being authorized by Logisticare for EMTS to perform.  We can no longer meet expenses. 


As you may recall, for the past 5 years, EMTS has been transporting participants to/from Elmwood Adult Day Health Care Centers and to/from their medical appointments.  Our participants are primarily Spanish-speaking seniors and/or disabled adults, many of whom suffer from dementia and/or mental health problems.  It was a very difficult decision to close EMTS as we considered the drivers part of our care-giving team and the closing raises ongoing concerns for our participants safety and well-being especially considering that in the past year, we have seen  our participant population changing to one requiring an increased level of care and supervision.


The closing of EMTS means …


Job loss for 20 members of the Hispanic community


Diminishes our ability to support participants maintaining maximum/consistent levels of attendance at adult day and/or their keeping medical appointments


Increases the likelihood that our participants will cost Medicaid more money due to noncompliance with their plan of care   


Increases the probability that participants may need assisted living or nursing home care/be unable to cope with living in the community


Potential decrease in adult day census which could translate to layoffs in the adult day centers


I sincerely appreciate the time, support and concern that you have given to our organization and certainly wish there was a better alternative.  We are trying our best to remain a viable business in the Hispanic community and to continue to support those Medicaid recipients who are at risk due to multiple chronic physical and mental health conditions.  


 Regretfully, 


 Joanne O’Day


Program Director          


Elmwood Adult Day Health Care Center


20 Miner St Providence, RI  02905


P: 401-461-6060 ext 206   F:  401-461-6070


www.eadhc.com





